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2 Arte ene, 5 5 6 ſp r e el 5. "ah, aw "17: wa 
4 Hdve th ulf po 7 ſearch'tfor the Pain Wa 
8 deſire to "Tee, but can m e e no Perfon that Hath'ſeen W 
Aw, many tell me, they hear of it, and that it inveighs bitter- - 
jag inſt the Act ol your Synod," as aſetting up of tlie Coves _- 
nant, Ge. P15 vdo I 
Tou and your Brodfiren muſt leave the Author to his ot haves. 
rance and Spite, till you have the Opportunity ol ſeeing the . 
ie ſelf; concerning which, if upon bare Report, ns — | 
that it can be no other than a Compoſition d U Uadiſereet nora 
and Malice, I am not afraid of 'incurriyy t e Cenſure of: = 
paß d a raſh Judgment, being well aſſured, that what the'Sy! 
bave done, is highly juſtifiable, by Reaſon, Conſcience; and Eau so 
and that They and the Aſſembly, have only. failed in not deln it | 


much ſooner. | ti 
In the mean time, I ſhall ve freely, as'you deus, vs roomy 
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Thoughts, or rather thoſe of Graver H Heads, ubm! ave Had os. 
caſion to diſcourſe upon that Subſecc kt. ,HIvG 2 
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Ta, and conclude, that the 11 Afembly, will be 
; fo Juſt to themſelves, and ſo Faithful to the preſent and ſucceed- 
| - 4ng'Generations; as to Ratiſy and Confirm the ſame. Yea, the 
: Wiſeſt of theſe who have a Latitude ſor the Epiſcopal Order, but 
' an over-ballancing Affection to the Good of their Country, do judge 
it our Civil, as well as Religious Intereſt, that Presbytry be conti - 
ö nued and ſettled among us in its juſt Rights. How this comes to 
have been omitted by ſo many Aſſemblies ſince the Revolution, is 
matter of Wonder to ſome, of Reproach with others, and of Scan- 
dull to not a few. There is « late Queriſt, ho attaques the Conſti. 
tution weakly enough, but the Sting of the whole Book lies in the = 
Tail, where in the laſt Query he upbraids the Commiſſion. with re- 
| Qing the Overture made by their Friends in Parliament, in favours 
of the Rights of the Church. Pudet hac opprobrig —— . 

It: is ſafficiently known, that in the Aſſembly 1690. the firſt af- 
ter the Revolution, wherein all Men expected, aſter the Example of 
our Worthy Anceſtors in the like Circumſtances, an Eccleſiaſtical, 

as well as a Civil Aſſertion and Ratification of the Presbyterian Go» 
vernment and Rights of the Church, upon its Revival aſter the la- 
mentable Deformation made by the preceeding Prelacy ; and when 
it was obvious to all, that the want of ſuch an Act declaring the 
Vi 2 of the Church in favours of Prelacy, had been a pecuhar 
7 Wweakning Over-ſight in that obtruded Uſurpation, from attempting 
which, the good Providence of G OD had infatuated the Prelates, 
1 that they might ſolely owe their Beeing to the Civil Supremacy : 
The Obſtruction that then lag in the Aſſembly's way, was the dil. 
ferent Sentiments of the Members about the Wording of ſuch an 
Act; ſome putting into it, things that then remain'd under Con- 
troverſy, and that gave, in that Infant-ſtate of the Revolution, ſome 
Umbrage to certain Perſons, who continued under a Jealouſy of the 
former Exerciſe of Presbyterian Government. Whereas it is moſt 
Certain, that a juſt Eccleſiaſtical Claim of Right, and a due Aſſert- 
ing of Presbyterian Government by that Aſſembly, without the 
ture of queſtionable Paints, had met with no manner of 2 5 
| 1 


1 EA 


trole from tlie Civil _— that time. And: dal * 
ver. doing of ſome Men, and the fr I Notionof the unexplained 


F themſelves very Plain and Harmleſs, and of Marring this Aſfan 
during the whole courſe of the laſt Reign: But if Matters had been 


| party filled the Nation with mutual Jealouſies and Repro 


and ill· undetſtood Term of Jutinict Power, giving an Handle to) 
tions df others, hath been n 


the Malicious Miſ-repreſenta 
and Tatricating theſe Things, that ave in 


Mean of Confounding 


placed in their true light, there's no manner of doubt, but the Church. 
might have done Right unto her. ſelf, and to Poſterity, with the full 
Satistaction and Concurrence of the Civil Powers; Jacobitiim and. 

Epiſcopal Schiſm might have been pluck t up by the Roots; the; 
Calumnies and Odium wherewith Presbytry is loaded by, its Malig- 


nant Enemies, wip't off; and a Goſpel Miniſtry ſettled anti feeured | 
akirg is,” 


in this Nation, beyond all poldbiltey in an Human way; of ſh 
But the Nartowneſs and Averſeneſs of ſome Leading. 
22 Perſons of Merit, who might have zaded a confidetabl 
ogth to the Church and Her Government, upon the Afſembly's 

— erms of Aſſumption; and ſome Proceedings that occafiort! 


roof 


Appeals, &:. having procured Letters from Court, and then a far” = 


mala concerted there, which the Aſſembly 1692 could neither in 
Confcickce nor Honour admit of, bein 75 2 of the 2 
eſt Nature, upon a Legally Eſtabliſhed C arch: Theſe things begox. 
ſome Mig uaderſtandings, which being fomented by deſigning 
Men in Power, for their own Ends, have ever ſince; crampt the 
m_ Freedom of our Aſſemblies, and afforded a Pretence to ſotne tdo 
7 in Court Meaſures, to ſtifle. every Motion made 
_ Aſſemblies, or their Committees, ſince the Year 169 95. ſor 
Aſſerting the Government and Rights of the Chur econ. 
At length, tlie unhappy Diſtinction of a Court and Coun: 


a ſwarmof inipudent Surmiſes: The Falſhood of which, tho time 
hath abundantly diſcovered; yet the dregs of their ſlileacinſe- 
ction are not as yet. I fear, p e out of the Minds ef om t 
aiſters, who too early entertai d 1 Hence it wag hr 
| aun by 
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Aga iz Mot inisch and un- 
a5 the "Corimiifon efore it had 
About K Fatt :. And hence was, | 
A Confidenice, and 1 believe: 
710 1 deſired not 1. . 
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end, but to bewire af ſoch Rocks as have been ſo uten ah A upob. 
| ſhall only add, hat 10 75 been ofret el ro hear 5815 
Men Preach with great Zeal 70 8 int Prelzcy 7 Ly.W 8 
Fervericy, 757 aithfulneſs 1 iſters i 155 | 
igties, and that the A ck den e 12 te Weben 
et Speak, and Wy in Judicatories Li AS! 4 quite 1 
r as. & they, had been hired ro 75 Fresh every 
tches: And. inde Leh he et the Ert 17 5 Fe ©, 
{Condyd, that if GO Werd Face (er the 
V eg cd revs againſt H : She th 1 ght fultly: tels | 
Wepnded Eagle le's Complaint) "nth Fable, 0 When the ſhe! A 
fe Darf 777 fea her' „ .cry'd, \ 14:36 
. OS me,. 7 mine pwn kind) hath ne betrox d n | 
veg readily grant, that many Allowances and. Excuſes | tw 
Wa in the laſt Reign, and am glad, that it now c mes to; be! 
the. concurring 'Senſe of the; N. Miniſters of (his Church, "to. oy | 
thiogs in another View, then they habe hitherto been taker), | 
that the happy Harmony of the Synods af their, laft Mecting, ui 
produced ſu full and ele ar an owning of the Principles and R. lies of 
the Church of Scotland, that we can no longer doubt to Tee: What 
hach been, ſo much deſi rd and long d. for, a compleat Aſertion and 
Ratification of them in the enſuing Aſſembly, För, I hope, chere 
1s e £2 32 ſo m ch bot Knave and. F dol, 480 to ſay „that 
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the Deſign & of. the Synods' was fo juggle both with 'GOD | 
and Man, and to baulk the Church's entering, asa National Church, 


into ſuch an AQ at the General Aſlembly.. 1 
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8 egret, 
and gives no ſmall Confidence to the Church's Enemies, That, af. 
cer all that Providence hath done to open this Church's Eyes, there 
are yet ſome, even of the Miniſters themſelves, who, the nearer- 
that Light is held to them, ſeem reſolv'd to wink the harder. Sone 
from an Imagination diſturbd by the Frightſul Images of the Perſes* 
cution of the late Reigns, are not able to conſider the Church, as in 
a State of Free and Legal Eſtabliſhment, or beyond the low Privi- 
ledge of an Arbitrary and Precarious Indulgence, for fear of loſing” 
which, they dare do nothing. Others, from the remaining Power 
and Influence of certain refin'd Modern Politicks, with which the 
Simplicity of our Fore-Fathers was wholly unacqainted : For I will 
not believe, that any, from worſe Motives, teſtify an Averſion, or 
Backwardneſs, from the Aſſemblies confirming by their AQ, bat 
the Synods have already done, and engaged themſeJves to ſtand by, 
and adhere unto. Theſe Men muſt certalnly think themſelves very 
Prudent and Cautious; But I am perſwaded, they are neither te 
one nor the other, in their over-wary and timerous Forbearance, nor {| 
yet faithful, eſpecially at this time, and in the Church's preſent 
Circumſtances : And the Number of theſe, who ſeem to retain tis 
Temper, being now ſo thin, ind their Reaſons, or rather Halfſ= | 
words, ſo weak as they are, [ can have no doubt, but the Aſſem- } 
blies Reſolute Carriage in this Matter will put an end tp all thefe Nice 
Scruples, Jealouſies and Fears, that have ſo long hung upon, and 
cloggd this Church in her Proceedings, and will perfectly unite the 
Hearts of all, who love their Countrey and it's Reſormatien. 
I ſend you here incloſed, for your Diverſion, what, 1 no-. 
you do not need, either for Informing or Determining your Judgs* 
ment, a Paper communicated to me by one of your Brethren, Which 
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contains a Running Draught of Objections againſt the Aſſemblies? Y 


| aſſerting the Government of the Churchat this time, with Anſwers - 
to them, which I think ſufficiently ſolid and ſatisfying. Jam, 
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OBJECTIONS. againſt the General Aﬀſem- 
_ © bly's aferting the Government of this Church 
by Presbytery in the preſent Fundture; With 
ANSWERS to them. In a Conference be- 
mixt B. and A. Two Miniſter: : 


B. XXI bad much talking, in ſome former Aſſemblies, of the | 
VV Teal of ſome Presbytries, craving. an At Aſſertory 


2 aland Declarative of the Government and Rights of che | 
Church, think you there will be any Motion about thele Matters 
lM jo ths gext AReny . ho 
1 A. l am Date That not only Presbytries, but whole 283 
will crave it at the next Aſſembly, and that the 8 make 
nao Difficulty 10 grant it: Neither would it have ever {tuck at the 
Aſſembly, if it had once come fairly. before them. But the Dexte- 
rous Addreſs of ſome certain Perſons hath always cruſh't it at the 
Committees, till che Aſſembly 1701, it was like to break out up- 
on them; and then, extraordinary pains were taken at that time, 
to ſupprefs it, and a ſurthering Overture, as they calld. it, was | 
oJered, of Repreſenting to the King, the Deſires and Claim of the 
Church, which was never done. But we may be ſure, this Aſſem- 
bly will not be ſo put off eee 
B. I with, with all my Heart, it had been done in the fiſt. A 
ſemby aſter the Revolution. We ſaid then, that we entred vpo 
the Rights of our Fore-Fathers: But, truly, we did not what they © 
would have done in the like Caſe. That had been the proper Sea- 
ſon, for entering our ſelves Heirs to them. But, I'm afraid, there 
may be Inconveniencies and Danger in attempting to do it now. 
Neither is there ſuch need of it, when we have been near Foug. 
teen Years in Poſſeſſion, Let us quietly and thankfully enjoy what 
we have, and not endanger the loſing ol all, by ſeeking to get more, + 
| | A. T 
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and that Seaſon was loſt: Now, Task, | 
, Seaſon in eder Aſſembly ſince? Sure you cannot lay, 


dels: Bur he dll as it teil: Is tit the thing in 


Precepts and Duties obligan 


not the 12 er Work of an Afſembly; to declare and 


8 for them to do at every time they meet, 'when 
ere is | | 
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A. You confeſs it is a Biſadvantage, ind, Tadd, it isn juſt Re- 


proach dpok the ee dae e . 
ſerted and tatified in che Fi ae er 
Revolution: But alf We always confinte' 14 the Tame looſe 


} | return into the 7. Way If it Was not ſeaſonable le ed mend 
ft, when Will it 1 


er ben Nd c ©3402 Wen. 


You grant, That thé Firſt Aſſembly had been a Scaſon / 
„ Lask Abe Ended K b be che 


Sealon! ie! ince? 8 that any thing 
hindered, but Apprefienfions of Dgüger; Which TI ; ward punt: 
Perth and neceſlary Diity ? Ain outs d be He from 
their feceflaty Duty by Fears of Danger? You'll tell me, Politive 
Precepts and Duties obligant ſemper, Jed now d ſemper, yet ſurely 
they wit be done at locke time, "nd when an other Gircuraſiahces 
voncur to render them nat only [eaſonable'but neceffary: E I not 
or Feat bl Danger, can püt them guit of Seaſon. AF jt 

er Work of an Allembly, to aud aſfert the 
the Church? And can this be unfeaſotiable at any time, 


Rigbts 0 


re is but te tenth pre 6f's Call or Obcaſion for it, hit hk 
en maniſeftly offered id erety Aﬀembly ſince the Revolution? So 


Then the whole reſolves in this, We muſt not ſet abour'a poſitive 
and neceſſary Duty, wien there is Danger. And now 1 deſire to 


know, where this Danger lyes. OO 5 
B. But firſt H ſay, "There's no need of it, for we are in Full and 
Quiet Poſſeſſion, who deprives ys of it? © : „„ „ 

A. Then it ſeems qe are in no Danger by aſſerting it. I ſhall not 
now mention, in Anſwer to your Full and Quiet Poſſeſſion, the En- 
eroachments that have been made by a Formula, by binding up the 


. 


' Aſſembly from medling in any other Buſineſs, tilf that ſhould be 

 Feceived, and theo an angry Diſſolution, fine die, Ce. gut if we 

De ig Fiff and 'Quier Poſſfeſſlon, without Hazard ef tofing it, where 
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we it to be our un, | 
oped not to ſeek mts cb ß Ok 1 

Where is our Full aud Qulet Poſleflion?” Hp 

to enjoy or poſſeſs, other wiſe han 
dares not call his own # And which, ray 
Legal acknowledged Settlement, or Vents eh hy Corte 
For all that we yet have, as tb our Seuſe of it, dwindles ints' 
latter, "ws dare not. aſſert it, Bat fill ak you," e 
Da 

2 11 The Aﬀembly will nor male ſich! an Act, they will net t 
nite in 115 and it will be faid, if there he a Breachamon; Bret 
our Diviſions will ratifie bur Enemi ee 1 5 
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3. None more ready to make uſe of this Topick, 
gen u t break, if their Motions, be not followed; at 


Deliverance for the Chutgh, te to | be disbr 
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and Temper; 


4. We haye been often told, it will not paſs in 0 8 Allem 
And what; is this Aſſembly, but the lingle! perſons who Fin iſo Fe 
did recent their Commiſſioners, to e fach' 

Act? And how often have Whole Printing, e theli 4 3 
erave it? Now Which is the Afſembly, *C 1 Peg Wer 1 
United Senſe and Formal Inſtructions of has Conftituen eg 
Perſons led by their privat Notions and Deſigis. "IT 
5. Will not a Sneaking Puſillanimity, in Nr Yo 1. 
an he Churches Rights, eine our Encmics,, OP, ff l 
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2322541 „. Wo "x 155 Nr Pl 4 . , * 
fore-hade 2 Pigiſion or Breach 
their late AR, 


ei 


Dotk not the ſweet Harmony of the Synods, in 


abundantly conſute this Fear, and-demonſtrate, that the ſame Mes“ 
ſute in the General Aſſerably, in ſtead of gividi 


— 


ing us will cloſely 
Fry Mao zus uniteuly center in our 
Duty, and beware of declining it, or ſhrinking from it, leaſt that 
V / Ee ee 
B. What will the Aſembly's Acts or Ratifications ſignify, if 
there be a Deſtgn to orethrow. them? Let vs wait to ſee what the 
Parliament will do. For dur Acts will be little regarded, - 
A. It is true, a Superior Force, deſigaing to overturn, will little 


" 


regard Acts of Aſſemblies, But it is aß true, that Foreign. Invaſi- 
| ver, would as little regard Acts of Parliament 
and Claims of Right. Is it then. a wiſe Inference, That thefefore 


States and Churches ſhould languiſh in a Torpid Unactive Silence 
waiting for the Fatal Blow? At this Rate of Reaſoning,ng Man ſhout] 


WM dents may. happen to fruſtrat his Buſineſs, © If our Fore-Fathers Ut 
i fo Reaſoned, we had never had a, Reformation, 


| e h; Rel Let us do our 
Parts in our Day, and Pray and hope well from the Queen and Put- 
liament. But as for our waiting to ſee what the Parliament will do 
ler us, it may be remembred, that when it came to be moved in 


- Parliament to ratifie the Church's Rights, it was one of the Argu- 


ments us d by our kind honeſt Friends againſt it, That the Church 
had not yet declared her own Rights Eecleſiaſtically, and ſo it was 
delay d for. that Seſſion. And no the Church muſt wait till the 
Parliament begin, and thus we are got into a, Circle of Waiting, in 
Which, it may be feared, the preſent Church turn Giddy and fall. 


For, in effect, the Parliament has begun already, by Reſtoring, Af. 
mop and Confirming the Presbyterian Government, in all which, 
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Aſſembly, they may bo pr of Hear Are we not 
there is an lnſtructiom toſtuadee . "Appraving'o 
Syrtod Books, and that for the ſake of heit Ante Act. und. ; 
rather than it be approven, the Afſembly, mult 
Much more will! it be ſd, U they-chamiblues/thoale! "offer; to 
any ſuch Act, and wars it nor Nene e eee than;Þ 
Matters to this Paſs tri non © 
A. lt hath been the miſchievous Policy 
groungleſs Fears, and idley yea im 
Wenke ig us to entertain them. Aer 
no ſuch thing defign'd as a abrupt Didolution; 
of the 2 — bye the infor the 


ee entred into — a, for, n9 gut 
ſome care not what they forge, if it may — and Frighten,.and. 
fo Entangle and Perplex the Minds and Meaſures ef e ' £ | 
Miniſters,/ and keep them from acting — for the Church. 
e-book theinſelves, vat they. are fully warranted by. Law to 
Aan aer believe them Unſaithſol to King Wiliam, a8 well 4288 
the Church, who buzz 'd about, as ſome reſtſeſſy did, That His Ma. 
jeſly* wWobſd never conſent to the Church's juſt Rights; tho we 
were aſſured of the contrary by His own Declarations when Prince 
of Or, and likewiſe alter His Auceſſion to the Crow 1 : 
ther His Obligation-or Inclination leſs to Eſtabliſh a 


a 
alt the Priviledges of the Kirk of — Bel 
of England? Was not our Church im euety regard as thay, 


of-our Neighbouring: Nation; and they oppreſsꝭ t byths, e 
well as we by the Prelates ? (the Tools of Popery in this Nation 


And came He not equally to Deliver us both? And are not the 2 
6 2 ze Minn: 4 


G 5 ; | ö 
of; 


47 4 


eric — fl And required no ſuch Meaſures in his 


Claims ofthe Church of Scorlan 
vnenſy Things chat fell out? Why. 


about it? And why ſhould ſham Pretences be everlaſtingly pawm'd 
upon us in This Reign, as well as in the Former? 


ſy of the Queen, and 
0 given 2 


| unſeaſonabke, then there is ground of Jealouſy : Andif there be no 
28 
your Senſe, There is no hazard in i it. But to give rena clear An- 


| mitted Duty. 


the trueſt Zeal bor che Charch "of England, and this, conſidering 
Fer Majeſty's Education, is an eminent Proof of Her Piety. We 
ſee likewiſe, moſt of thoſe ho were believed to have the trueſt 
- Zeal for the Church of Scotland, diveſted of their Truſt; aud if their 


$ 1 Zeal had been more True and Uniform, their Fall had been more 


T'> x a 


* 8 8 bur Chutch i We 


i LJ 

1 rated in ; oe Nerioas Cum of _ 
Þ a5wellas thoſe of their Ohureli in that of theirs >- -- 

hy chen did we amuſe our ſelves into a voluntary: Bonda ge, 1 

| 2 ine utterly againſt Truth as well as Reaſon, That the King had 


(i 


ures to keep with this Chutch of E=glaydto-our eee 


day, and his Biſbops: wete and are Men of a maderate Reformation 

Spirit. Why was not the — inſorm d of the and 
which would have prevented theſe 

ould: wehe cawd from, our 


Duty, becauſe fore Maliciouſly, and ſome Ignorantly raiſe, Noiſes 


B. But for all your warmth, Is it not plain, that if a Motion of 
Aſſerting the Government and Rights of the Church by an Aſſem- 
bly, was thought unſeaſonable in; the farmer Reign, it muſt be 
thought much *. ſo in this? And would it net 8 2 Jealou- 
of the Aſſuranoes Her Nee hath h already 


A. I ſtill Ae e wr gun o this bead of Day: 
ger, Anſwers and Contradicts hs; other. —_ il it he now, more 


round of Jealouſy, then it is moſt ſeaſonable: That is to ſay, in 


fwer. - 
1. The thing pleaded for . Plain, Neveſlary apd 100 long « o- 


2. It is true, Her Majeſty /hath-publiekly declar d. Tha theſe. 
perſons ſhall have the large if ſhare in Her Favour, who maintain 


- 


— 


repreted> | Her EE, 2 Her Sery 
in Her iy Wits oh ora * "hy, 1 
3. We cannot. "4 all this entertain i 67 pf of Her Mint 
if.we will be Faithful and True to Her, 77 uſt to our ſelyes. | 
Her Pious Inclinations be to the Church 2 yet the Chorth - 
of Scotland may pretend to more thad to He x Frincely Clemettty 
and Taſtice,thar ſhe will put no H. upon us; we have Protecti- 
on and Support humbl Fn claim of our Sovereign, upon as good a 
Right as the : Church England, and not meerly that ſhe will do 
us no Hurt. And therefore we are confident, chat IT nor 
n am 


will Meintain our Conſtitution, if we have agt Falſe 
our ſelves to Undermine and Betray it: Much more have we #0 
entire Conſidence both in the Honourable Perſons whom She doth 


Re 0-79 ON IT Ds; - 


f | imploy, and in the repeated Gracious Aſſurances given b Her ell. 
cat nothing ſh done to the Prejudice of the Clyrch, N 

e ry to Law. And therefore, we cannot but reckon it utterly neon - 
oldest (with due Reſpect tor Her Majeſty, and thoſe Sende N 
Ber) to ſuppoſe, That the Church's Aſſerting Her own * 


tion and Sane and Her Acting legally, as düthorizd by Law, aud 
within Her - Own e, nen give to them the Jcalt hade — 
of Diſſatis action 
E. But, alter all, none can . Gai 4 euch ile | 
their Guard, againſt the Claims deny, Presbytry and their Intrinſek 
power, and that theſe things giye them Jealouſy, and are luppos d N 
to have ſomewhat at the bottom. 

A. This is the fect of the late Prelacy, and of Self.ſeekihg 
Courtiers among us in the late Evil Government, who fought 95 
all the Helliſh Artifice and Malice, that their envenomed . 
es could ſuggeſt, to tter Presbitry, becauſe itwak hererafore | 
a Pledge and Bulwark of the Nations Civil Liberty, with ak wwe 
odious Calumnies — Inſinuatiogs whey epuld jnve Th rabytry 
has given a very pregnant Demonſization, hatgaly of ts:Conſilten- 
r Tub ber of its Dutiſul and Loya Wee ; wget 4 
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onen 


c 14 0 - 


a ; * e., 


in 1 che high Reign: 


” 6-1 4 


x to all 1 Sache, are K. 
er ſelf inſiſts on; and, ri brly ond, it is our Old rs es 
onght inconſiſtent with the juſt Power 


tion Doctrine, and never 


ol our Sovereigns, till they became Engliſh, and endeavoured, in 
order to our Union with Exgland, to ſet up the Altar of Damaſcus 


here, and. till Courtiers, to Greaten themſelves, threw off all Na- 
tural Affection to their Native Country, and ſold it to Slavery, and 


| to the Conveniencies and Luſts of an Engliſh Court and Intereſt, 


Miniſters appear d at that time ſo averſe from ir; that they 


who at the ſame time were ſold to Foreigners: But it was hop'd the 


| | i Revolution would have opened both our Eyes and their rs, ind et 
Młatters in another Light. And chat it is not mote de bave 
none but our ſeles to blame. 287 4/4. 


B. There is much fad Truth in what you. 6: But you he 
thi Nation hath. been, and ſtill. is, in a Woſul Ferment, by the un- 


| happy Diſtinction got up among us, of a Court and Cauntrey Par- 
ty; and beeauſe, among theſe of the latter Denomination, there 


are ſome, whom we have, po great Reaſon to take ſor our beſt 
F riends, and it is not proper tor Miniſters," to engege rfiemſelves - 


in Civil Differences; Therefore, 'when a Motion was made by ſame 


of that Party in Parliament in favours of the Chufch' Rights it 
was believ'd to have an ill Deſign in it's Bowels, and ſome 4 
ſaid o- 
penly in a Church Judicatory, that they deſired no Fivour' which- 


came that way. 
A. 1, Theſe Judicious Miniſters. had brought both their Jadg TY, 


ment and Honeſty leſs in Queſtion, if they had held their Peace. 


2, Miniſters do ve 7 well, not to medle in Civil Differences; 
and i it bad been good fo r us, we had medled leſs the wrong way; 


dyt it berk been Fatal to us, to medle to our Hurt, and againſt aur 


i | ſelves, in many Inſtances: And now, when the Caſe comes to be 


about 


We * 2 „„ 


friendly and falſe to our ſelye 


Wu, 3+ 
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as ene 4: ee ee 2 TIS. THT 
A "are not convinced of a 7% Divisum in Presbytery, — 
no Man who truly loves his Countrey, but he muſt 

things with their conſequences. „ 


. * Kirks, Presbyterys and Burghs. And the firſt time that a Blſhop 


A granted by the Queen, againſt which the Aſſembly did, Remog: 


a 
„ 


there can be 
confider theſe 


I. That the Church of Scotland was reformed from Popery by 
pitzbyters and that dur Reformers threw off the whole Hierarchy 
at onee, together with the reſt of the Romiſk Errours. This is plain 
from all our Hiſtorys and Act of Aſſembly and Books of Diſcipline; 
And particularly from an Abreviate of the order of Aſſemblys, Ex! 


777 out of their 1 Sir Thomas Hope of Craighall His 


ajeſty's Advocate, here he obſerves That in the Covenant 


e of the Nobility and Gentry to procure the Reformation, and to 
© free the Kingdom of the,Tyranny of the French Men; dated at 
- © Edinburgh 27 April 1560, not only is the Power and Jurisdicti, 


« ofthe Rope aboliſhed, but of all them who had their calling from 
* him. That the firſt General Aſſembly of the Krk of Scorland was 


A held at Edinburgh 20 December 1560, where there was neither 


« Biſtiop nor Superintendant, but only Commiſſioners from the 


— — 


appear d in any Aſſembly, was lin the year 1565, here Tora 
% Douglaſs Arch-Biſhop of St. Andrews came with a Commiſſion 


* ſtrate, and againſt his uſing of his old Authority, under pretext 
tt of the Queens Commiſſion, and they were no more troubled Wit 


them for ſeyeral ſubſequent Aſſemblys, The rrve conſequence s 


this is, That, the Abolition of Prelacy is an Eſſential part of gur Re- 
formationgom- Popery, as it is declared by the Claim 1 115 
that ever return of that Hierarchy ſince the Reformation been 


à violent Intruſion upon this Church, and a Retrogade ſtep ih Rowe, 


that the remaining handſull ofan Epiſcopal Clergy in Scotland may 
call themſelves Proteſtants if they pleaſe ; But of the Scottiſh Refor- 
mation they 'are not, but by their principles, as well as by their 
late practice, a backward remove towards Poperʒx. 
. Another thing that cannot but be obvious to every Perſon i 

That as Popery and Slavery go together; ſo the Prelats have lwiſ 


8 
. . 
1 3 » 
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cendiaries and Inſtruments of Pprſecution. - 


: ( 10 * = 
been the -ghdtet copies aft; Gail Libertys of thi Nes, Adr! 
ſo many. prepared Tools for Arreſt, Goveromeat, 48 We ll 2s oY Y 

3. That however there have been and Rill are. excellent. Mei 1 

that order and way in other, Churches, vet ip. this ure 752 
have been generally countenancers of Proſaneneſs, and of all 

ner of Eicentions ring; and their ers and Adbetents. 4 
been and are ſor the moſt part, Men of that” Character; Neither”; ? 
could it otherwiſe be, for ho Man in Scotland ſince the Reformation: © 
could ever Tye je a ee but by the ſieps of Perjury,and L 
of a Shi proſtituted Conſcience. 

4. That fince the 1 Union, of the- Two Crowns, Prelacy hath 
brought this Nation under a ſervile dependence on England, as to, 
all Civil as well as Religious intereſts, * . 

That Presbytery is now Incorporated in the Chim of Ri iet, 
nech! is become a Fundamental Charter of the Civil Core e. 
and of our Soveraigns, Succeſſion to the Crown of this Realm. From 
all which it is evident, That be who. pretends to love his Covntrey,. 55 
and abandons Presbytery, does at the ſame time deſert the Claim 
of Right, his Profefſed Standart, and the principles of the. Revolus, - 
tion. That to wiſh for the reſtoring of Prelacy in Scotland is a: flat 

contradiction both to Loyalty and the good of the Nation, We 1 

wiſh for the Bane and Deſtruction of this Kingdom; its Enſlavetnent 
to Exgland, and it's Ruine within it ſelf, ſince coſtly experience de.. 
monſtrats, that Biſhops in Scotland can never be mantain d- i . 
a Committee of Articles to ſave them from the Parliament „ ahd's 
ſtandingũ Army to ſave them from the People. And laſtly, © That to 
propoſe but ſo much as a Toleration to Prelacy in Scolland. is the n 
thing asto complement che Papiſts with a Toleration in England,,. ſince 
it is evident, that almoſt all the Grievances which eee q 7 late 
Revolution, had their riſe from Prelacy in Scotland Sets Ie 

But not withſtanding our Church Government be founded; not 2 
upon the word of: G O D, but u on the La and Intereſt of the Nart 1 
on o guck it it 's er Cen, we Gould. rote i Ker — 5 ner 


a 91 Wh 5 Das 2 2907 25 . . 
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, 2 agreeableto Her Majeſty, and to theſe who reſolve to 


2 * 
. 
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ped; but that what hath been, may ſtill be? and who can tell; ho ſoon 
a Party or Faction may ariſe, which will ſerve us with the ufua} reward 
of contemptible Toolſhip, that is, when weturn as inſigniſicunt to them, 
ase have hitherto been to. our ſelves, to Kick us out of Doe. 
2. Another thing which we ate concern'd to advert unta, is this; that 
tho we are perſwaded Her Majeſty and thoſe in Authority will 44 no» 
thing contrary to-Law; yet: we cannot queſtion, but at would be. very. 
| erve Her accord. 
ing to Her own inclinations, if Prelacy might be ſee upon amote favou- 
reble foot by Eaw in this Nation then at preſent it is. We find the re- 
maining handful ot that Clergy are about Addreiuing for Indulgence 
and Subſiſtence, and who knows but ſome Charitable comprehenſive mo- 
udn that way may be made to the enſuing General Aſſembly. In their: 
Bettets to one another they ſay -*© That the-Laicks are beginning to ſir: 
_ © ap of giving in any more to the Fond, in regard they ſay there is now a 
5 Door opened for receiving bounty at the Queens. hands if ask't, being 
* ſh+-hath'given-proof.of Her Kindneſs to Her Fathers Friends, and of 
4e. Her Eriendſhip-for Epiſcopal! Government. Upon which conſidera- 
* tions the ſuffering Epilcopal Clergy are Encourag'd, and mov's to: 
*draw up an Addreſs for Her, that ah Indulgence; at leaſt apreſenghub-: 
t fiſtance; or both Way be procur d. It is very well drawn by the: 
*© Advice both of Lawyers and Church-men without any promiſes of: 
« qualifying. Theſeare preciſely their own words. ret 135 4 
B. Well. What do you ſay to all this 2? But have you indeed ſen any 


fach Letter? | js 4 5 
A. Yes indeed I have ſeen it, and that under the hand of no mean 


Perſon among them; and further it recommeds, that means be us d to 
| Influence others of their Brethren to eoncur in that work, by which you. 

may gueſs what principles they are of. But that which Iſay 40 it, is 
1, As to Subſiſtance, I heartily wiſh+ the Aſſembly may concure 


1 in the fame Addreſs in their behalf, A Project was laid down to that 


urpoſe as early as the year 1690; which probably might have. cruſtice 
| both Epiſcopal diſſent, and Jacobitiſm in the bud, but. came to no Ef. 
fſeck: It is indeed unjuſt and cruel they ſhould be expos d to Starve, tho 
A cheir Suffecivgs amount not to the Hundred part of what the Presby.. 


terians. 
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& _ ele& ſo important advantages of appearing in an Eccleſiaſlical Aſſertion 
nad Clalmof the Churches Government and Right, what can we ex- 


| 


& 


OS VS A.” 


WE, 


"mp FOOT Gegyn rr wry. y_5_0 


meanly baulk the Ratiſy ing of Presbytry. - 
- Ratification, as well as this ? And may not New Ac: bo caved wi 3 


n TW... _ 
terians ſuffered; for not oonfot ming to Prelacy; in their day, r 4 
Goſpel command is, ro render good for evil. Tis both reafonahl 1 


Chriſtian, that they be Subſiſſed. 5 


— 


2 * N | 8. t 92 
2, There might likewiſe have been good effects of a reaſonable ad 
ſafe Aſſumption at the beginning, but mutual Exaſperations, and thetm 
the Formula, rendered that hopeleſs;- and matters ſeem now too ſar gans 
to expect it. Tho if the Wiſdom of the Aſſembly thought fit to take it 
yet under conſideration; I think it coulddo no great hurt, provided at 
the ſame time they Ratify, and Eccleſiaſtically efſabliſh che Presbytetian "'Y 
Government and juſt Rights ofthe Ghurch, oo 

3. But anIndulgence or Toleration y Law, were to ptopagate tbeig 
Schiſm, and perpetuate the Difquiet of che Nation, and to ſhake the. 
Claim-of Right, Nor can it be pleaded by them, for the Sake of Cane. 
ſcience, whatever New Light ſome.of them have of late acquired; ſings. 
the formal Difference is Matter of Juriſdiction, not of Doctine: And! 
the Queſtion being, in whoſe Hands Church Power ſhall be lodgd;:19- 
tolerat them by Law, were, in effect, to te- introduce their GO, 
ment. And their Addfeſs for it, may deſerve Selowen's Anſwer, WHEN A . 
denij ab ask t Abiſhag to Wife, Let him ask the Kingdom alſo: For, if we © 
look before the Reformation, they are indeed our Eldec Brother in the 
e TTT 
4. Tho we are confident, the Parliament will wiſely conſider; how 

inconſiſtent Indulgence, or Toleration, to Prelacy, or Prelatical Men; 


* * 


clares them an Intolerable Grievance; and how unſeaſonable it would! F 


be, to: trouble the Nation with them, eſpecially in theſe Bufy and 
Troubleſome Times: Yet, if ws ſhould be at this time wanting 00 our” - 
us,, 


Duty, we can have but a poor Pretence to the Parliaments Care o us, 
ſeing we will have none at all of our ſelves , and perhaps-our-Crimiaal 2 
Neglect might diſpoſe ſome to a greater Diſregard of our 0 4 


than themſelves yet think of, and might raiſe in others the Hopes of | 
procuring a Ratification of Prelacy in the next Aſſembly, if-this ſhoulg-. 


e 


B. Are there not a great many other Points, chat need the AE 5 ib 


as good Reaſon, for every Point of Doctrine aud . ict doh i 
A. No doubt, New Acts may and ought: to be crav'd; When than > 
but half ſo much Cauſe for them, Are not the AHA Cb 


— 


. 2 2 (020 ) : F „ ; 
err, and bound to aR according to that Capacity? Do they re- 


eto make Formal Ads againſt any Error or Hereſie, as Quakerim, 
Baurigroniſm, c. upon Application from any one Presbytry, Remon- 
ſteating the Danger of Infection? Or do they refuſe poſitive Ads, re- 

F” lating to particular Points of Diſcipline; upon an Overture, ſometimes 
if from one ſingle Perſon, when they ſee Cauſe for it? But can there be 
any Point that needs their Ratification ſo much as their own Govern- 


ment, without which, all their other Ads want an Eccleſiaſtical Foun- 


| dation, till this be declared and aſſerted Eccleſiaſtically? Is not this 
the Hedge both of Doctrine and Diſcipline, which, if it ſtand not firm 


li * upon a true Eccleſiaſtical Bottom, neither can the Security of the one, 
nor the Vigor of the other, be long kep't ſafe? Why did Nebemiab take 


| fo much Pains to build the Wall of Fer»ſalem ? Tho his Envious Ene 
mies told him, that the People and the Freedom of their Worſhip was 


IF Civit Government, and a-Purpoſe to Rebel againft the Kin 


” ſecure, and that the Work he was about, ſavor'd of Diſaffection to the 
B. After all that you have ſaid, it will ſtill be ee e eaſon can 
be given, to oblige the Aſſembly, pro bie & nunc, to enter upon this A8? 

A. If what I have already ſuggeſted do not ſatisfie, That is of abſo- 


ute and indiſpenſible Neceflity for the Aſſembly, even now, and at this 


preſent Critical time, to Declare and Aſſert the Government and Righte 
of this Church; I ſhall offer you theſe further Confidefytions, which, 
till you ſolidly and honeſtly Anſwer, you muſt excuſe me to continue 
in my preſent Opinion. I hope the Aſſembly, at their Meeting, will 
give a Deciſion ſatisfying to us both, © 
1. The Omiſſion of this Duty hath proven hitherto moſt Hurtful and 


i Offenſive, and hath given to many too juſt Occaſion to conclude, that 


the Miniſters of this Church do not maintain a true Zeal for Presbyteri- 
an Principles. Their unuſual Remifneſs- in this Matter hath become a 


great Stumbling Block, not only to theſe of the Separation, who, tho 


Weak, are not to be deſpiſed, but to Multitudes of Sober and Religi- 

"ous Perfons, who adhere to the Miniſtry, but obſerve how the Church, 
_ - by every Years Delay, loſes Ground. A+ if J 
| 2. "This At hath been pleaded for, at every Aﬀembly ſince the Revolution, 
3 and Members inftruged by ſeverul Presbytries to claim it, which tho cunning- 
upprels't,, yer the Inclination and preſſing Deſire of the far greater Part of 


2 


urch, Was and is abundantly known. Now, when other Acts and Over- 
their courſe; hy ſhould not 


A's ures, upon the motion.of a very few, have uſually | 
FR. e great and near Concern to the preſent Age and to Poſterity, ſo 
tal and long urged a Deſire, at length obtain. Tho 
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z The enſuing Aſſembly is not only the Firſt in Her p cn Nat Re Yo 

Kit it ſhould not be e for the Church now 108: Her ſelf Right, mal 
be far leſs in a ſubſequent Meeting ( for all the N of the former i 
muſt recur; Ve are jn Poſſeſſion Kc. und conſequently the Seaſon ſhall never c 
till it be irrecoverably loſt. Qui non eft bodie cras minus aptus erit : But RK 
this Aſſembly has a New Parliament in view, and that at a yery near diſtance 
in which the Affairs of the Church ma poſſibly meet with a ſuitable Treatmen 
as ory are found to be conſidered by the Church Her ſelf in Her Aſſemblies. 
4. Since the Succeſſion is not yet determined in Scotland beyond Her preſent 
Majeſty, and the Heirs of Her Body: And ſince by the Limitations of the Exglifh © > 
Crown, the Succeſſor is bound to be of the Church of England; it cannot hut 
occur to the ſhalloweſt Capacity, how neceſſary all poſſible Precautions and Ra? 
tifications muſt be, if the Scots Parliament ſhall center with the Englih in tie 
Houſe of Hanover, which is Lutheran, and much more if they do not. LE 
5. It ought to be conſidered, That the Treaty of an Union with England hath + : 
already made a further Progreſs than could have been 2 any preceed- 
ing Aﬀembly ; that little regard was had to the ſecuring of Presbytry in Scot--, 3 
land, either in the Propoſal or Management of that Treaty; That the preſent” *: 
Parliament of that Nation, hath manifeſted an extraordinary Zeal for advanc- 
ing their Church; That it is plainly and above-board inſiſted upon, andargued* *: 
by the Engliſb in Print, That there can never be an Union, unleſs Scotland be 
intirely brought over unto a full Conformity with the Churth of England. How: 34 
then can — demurr upon the Seaſonableneſs, yea abſolute Nece : 


ſity of the G. Aſſembly's doing, at this preciſe time, upon their part, and wlile 
they have the Law fo full on their fide, what every Society hath a Natural and 
Intrinſick Right to do within their own Sphere for Self- preſervation, which is 
to claim and declare their juſt Right; and which was never refuſed to, nor 
boggl d at by any Free and Legal Society in the World, that had a mind to con- 
tinue in the Enjoyment of their Freedom. 5 1 
6. Finally, Whatever Reaſons mov'd the Provincial Synods, in the preſeng 
JunRure, to enter into their Acts, the ſame muſt unavoidably move the G. AE. 
ſembly to do the ſame in a National-Church-way. And if it were poſſible fr 
the honeſt Zeal of Presbyterian Miniſters in a Sym ſo quickly to degenerate - 
into a chill Coldneſs in an Aſſembly ; If the Light of their Underſtandings, that - 5 
ſo clearly diſcover'd their Duty in their Leſſer Meetings could be fo ſoon o re- 
clouded when they come together in an Higher Capacity; ſuch a ſudden aue 
ſurprizing Change, could not fail to involve this Church in the Crime of Sell- 
felony, and to bring Her under the Infamy of moſt e HK 
Enemies can but Weather - out, and amuſe this Aﬀembly, they ſhall have gains. ! 
a Campaign very Glorious for themſelves, and fix t a Stain of Repraach on Pret-: 25 
byterians, which cannot be — off in this Generation; and they ſhall b 
given the Church of Scotland a Wound, of which She may never lo hg" 
Scarr, till the Times of the ens pr 2 N eee 
Ne gucriis quis ſed cogita quid, ER” 


